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Project Focus

BBNJ negotiations

Strengthening
ocean governance in 

the focal regions

Strengthening
dialogue between 

marine regions

Linking regional and 
global governance
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Support integrated and ecosystem -based governance approaches for 
the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in ABNJ at the 

regional level . 



What does STRONG High Seas bring to 
the region? 

Work with the region to build knowledge of processes and issues
regarding regional governance for conservation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity in ABNJ for decision making, including for BBNJ
negotiations ;

Support regional capacity building on ocean governance and marine
biodiversity conservation and sustainable use issues in ABNJ, including
for BBNJ negotiations ;

Develop a stakeholder platform to ensure information exchange on
issues of ocean governance and conservation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity in the high seas;

Support the exchange of knowledge and best practices between
marine regions ;

Boost knowledge sharing between regions and the global level .







Find out more!

https://www.prog -ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-seas/

https://www.prog -ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-
seas/strong-high-seas-resources/

© STRONG High Seas, 2019

https://www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-seas/
https://www.prog-ocean.org/our-work/strong-high-seas/strong-high-seas-resources/




Presentation of the BBNJ 
process 











EVOLUTION OF THE 
NEGOTIATIONS  

- Work of the first two substantive sessions of 
the Conference: general discussions 

- Work of the 3rd substantive session of the 
Conference: discussions on the basis of a draft 
treaty prepared by Chairperson RENA LEE, 
Ambassador of Singapore to the United 
Nations 





Marine genetic resources 
The objectives sought

-  the statement of objectives of an international 

agreement on marine genetic resources: the discussions 

are therefore stalled on the following points:
. Fair and equitable benefit sharing;
. Capacity building in developing countries to

        access to genetic resources;

. Promotion of knowledge generation and technical

   innovation including transfer of marine technology









Objectives: 
- strengthen cooperation and coordination in 
the use of area-based management tools among 
States, relevant legal instruments and 
frameworks, and relevant global, regional and 
sectoral bodies 
- Regenerating and restoring marine biodiversity 

and ecosystems  
- Creating a global network of marine protected areas  

and ecologically representative.  
- To support food security and other purposes  

socio-economic.  



Environmental impact studies including  
strategic environmental assessment  

- Important tool for the sustainable use of 
marine biodiversity; 
- It identifies the adverse effects of activities on 
ABNJ and allows mitigation or remediation 
measures to be considered 















- With regard to measures such as area-based 
management tools, including marine protected 
areas, the group's positions are based on the 
establishment of a network of marine protected 
areas at the global level, the establishment of a 
coordination mechanism between the regional or 
sectoral mechanisms and the international (global) 
mechanism.
- With regard to EIAs, including strategic 
environmental assessment, the African Group 
agrees in principle but expresses its reservation 
about any system that may hinder DCs from 
undertaking activities in ABNJ

undertaking activities in ABNJ



The African Group is strongly committed to the 
transfer of marine technology and capacity-
building, especially as this is a way of 
implementing the provisions of UNCLOS: in this 
respect, transfer must be compulsory for 
developing countries, under the least restrictive 
conditions of access possible for developing 
countries. 





Measures to Support Conservation Efforts 
for Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction in 

the Southeast Atlantic Region 
Dr . Shannon Hampton

International Ocean Institute (IOI)



https://www.prog-ocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/STRONG-HS_Ecological-Baselines-Report_NEW.pdf
https://www.prog-ocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/STRONG-HS_Ecological-Baselines-Report_NEW.pdf
https://www.prog-ocean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Africa-Socio-Economic-Report_FINAL.pdf
https://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-global-shipping-interactive-2017-12?international=true&r=US&IR=T
https://worldoceanreview.com/en/wor-4/how-the-sea-serves-us/oceans-under-threat/


Conservation Measures and Management 
Tools
legally binding or non-legally binding 

policy or practice 

conservation and sustainable use 

restricting access, creating output controls, creating input controls

comprehensiveor sector specific



Duty to cooperate
Duty to prevent harm
Duty to protect the marine environment
Duty to conserve marine living resources

UN Convention on Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

Sectoral / regional and global conventions

Deep Seabed MiningShipping Fishing

Biodiversity protection 
�‡ Convention on Biological Diversity
�‡ Convention on Migratory Species
�‡ Convention on Trade in Endangered Species



Sectoral Measures to Support 
Conservation Efforts in ABNJ

Deep Seabed MiningShipping Fishing



Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSAs )

A PSSA is an area that needs special protection through 
action by IMO because of its significance for recognized 
ecological or socio-economic or scientific reasons and 
which could be vulnerable to damage by international 
shipping activities.

At the time of designation of a
PSSA, an associated protective
measure, which meets the
requirements of the appropriate
legal instrument establishingsuch
measure, must have been
approvedor adoptedby the IMOto
prevent, reduce, or eliminate the
threat or identified vulnerability.

Shipping

Source: http://pssa.imo.org/#/globe



Regional Environmental Management Plans 
(REMPs )

Areas of Particular Environmental Importance 
(APEIs)

�µ�S�U�R�D�F�W�L�Y�Harea-basedandothermanagementtools to
support informed decision-making that balances
resourcedevelopmentwith �F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�¶

Source: https://www.isa.org.jm/map/clarion-
clipperton-fracture-zone

The regulations provide a
comprehensive basis for monitoring
and protecting the marine
environment in the Area by imposing
obligationson the entities involved in
prospecting or (future) exploitation.
Obligations include assessmentand
monitoring of their activities and the
development of oceanographic and
environmentalbaselinestudies

Deep Seabed Mining
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Figure: A non-exhaustive summary of Conservation Measures associated with the RFMO, ICCAT. 
The ICCAT focuses on sustainable management of yellowfin tuna, albacore tuna, bigeye tuna, 
swordfish, billfishes and bluefin tuna  (pictured) and associated bycatch.  
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Cross-Sectoral Measures to Support 
Conservation Efforts in ABNJ

Deep Seabed Mining

Shipping
Fishing?



Marine Protected Area (MPA ) (and 
networks)
A clearly defined geographicalspace,recognised,dedicated and managed,
through legalor other effectivemeans,to achievethe long-term conservation
of naturewith associatedecosystemservicesandculturalvalues(IUCN,2008).

https://old.mpatlas.org/data/map-gallery/
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Resources for Identifying Key Areas and 
Supporting Conservation Efforts in ABNJ
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Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs)

Important Birds and BiodiversityAreasare
places identified by Birdlife as being of
international significance for the
conservationof birdsandother biodiversity
usingstandardisedcriteria.

Source: https://www.birdlife.org/eu/pdfs/Marinetoolkitnew.pdf



Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs)

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) are sites identified by the KBA partnership which 
contribute significantly to the global persistence of biodiversity, in terrestrial, 
freshwater and marine ecosystems.
Support conservation in EIA, SEA, planning processes and also further formal 
protection and support specific management measures

Pic: UNEP-WCMC, IUCN and NGS (2018). 
Protected Planet Report 2018. UNEP-
WCMC, IUCN and NGS:
Cambridge UK; Gland, Switzerland; and 
Washington, D.C., USA.

Standard for Identification: https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/46259



Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas 
(EBSAs)

EBSAsare specialareasin the oceanthat serve,in
one way or another, to support the healthy
functioningof oceansandthe manyservicesthat it
provides. The identification of EBSAsis a scientific
andtechnicalprocesswhichhasa legalbasisunder
Articles 7 and 17-18 of the Convention on
BiologicalDiversity(CBD)(CBD,2017).

Pic: https://cmr.mandela.ac.za/Research-Projects/EBSA-
Portal/Namibia/Walvis-Ridge-Namibia

https://www.cbd.int/ebsa/





Other options to Support Conservation 
Efforts in ABNJ



Marine Spatial 
Planning

Monitoring, Control 
and Surveillance 
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Other Tools to Support Conservation Efforts in ABNJ

Environmental 
Impact Assessment

�1�J�D�U�V�S�F�T���S�F�N�P�W�F�E���E�V�F���U�P���D�P�Q�Z�S�J�H�I�U
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Global Initiatives 
of relevance
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Potential Societal 
Benefits

Deep Seabed 
Mining

Shipping

Fishing

Deepsea 
cables

Research 
Innovation

MGR

Natural 
Capital

Human 
activities 
in ABNJ

Potential Economic 
Benefits

Governance/ 
Implementation

Direction 
of 

influence
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Key Messages

11/16/2021

�x Biodiversityin ABNJcontinuesto beat riskfrom anthropogenicactivities

�x Sectoral measuresexist but are currently not applied within ABNJin
SoutheastAtlantic

�x RFMOshavea key role to play in protecting the ecosystemand managing
resourcesin a sustainableway

�x Use establishedscience-based methods to identify MPAs (e.g., EBSAs,
KBAs,IBAs,IMMAsetc.)

�x Cross-sectoralcooperationiscrucial

�x Innovativemanagementandconservationmeasures





Thank you! Merci!

Dr. Shannon Hampton
IOI-SA

Email:  shampton@ioisa.org

Web:    www.ioisa.org

www.highseas-abidjanconvention.org



Deep-sea mining in ABNJ and links 
to the BBNJ negotiations

Pradeep A. Singh, University of Bremen
STRONG Workshop: Regional Cooperation Efforts 
for the High Seas of the Southeast Atlantic.
17 November 2021, Virtual.



Outline

1. Introduction
�‡ What is deep-sea mining (DSM)?
�‡ What is the International Seabed Authority (ISA)?

2. Current Developments at the ISA
�‡ State-of-the-art: current exploration and future exploitation.
�‡ �d�Z�����Œ�������v�š���]�v�À�}�����š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����Z�š�Á�}-�Ç�����Œ���Œ�µ�o���[�X

3. Concerns of African Group at the ISA
�‡ Environmental concerns.
�‡ Economic concerns.
�‡ Equity concerns.

4. Links to the BBNJ negotiations

5. Conclusion/Key messages



1. Introduction �t What is DSM?

�‡Exploration and exploitation of mineral deposits at depths greater than 200 m. Broad definition: 
�^���o�o���•�}�o�]���U���o�]�‹�µ�]�����}�Œ���P���•���}�µ�•���u�]�v���Œ���o���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•�_�X���d�Z�Œ�������u���]�v���u�]�v���Œ���o�������‰�}�•�]�š�•���~�•�����������o�}�Á�•�X

�‡Located in seabed areas within national jurisdiction (continental margin of 200 nautical miles or 
more), as well as seabed areas beyond national jurisdiction (the Area).

�‡�d�Z�������Œ���������v�����]�š�•���u�]�v���Œ���o���Œ���•�}�µ�Œ�����•�����Œ�����š�Z�����Z���}�u�u�}�v���Z���Œ�]�š���P�����}�(���u���v�l�]�v���[�W�������o�}�v�P�•���š�}���Z�µ�u���v�l�]�v����
as a whole �t access only via International Seabed Authority and benefits to be shared equitably.

Polymetallic nodules

Location: Abyssal plains.

Av. depth: 4,000 �t 6,000 m .

Main contents: Nickel, copper, cobalt 
and manganese.

Polymetallic sulphides

Location: Hydrothermal vents.

Av. depth: 1,400 �t 3,700 m.

Contents: Copper, lead, zinc, some 
gold and silver.

Cobalt-rich ferromanganese crusts

Location: Seamounts.

Av. depth: 800 �t 2,400 m.

Contents: Mainly cobalt.



Polymetallic nodules �t abyssal plains



Polymetallic sulphides�t hydrothermal vents
































































