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Our approach
At the regional level, decision-makers benefit from
improved knowledge and understanding about the
gaps, challenges and opportunities in the legal and
governance framework; current status of, as well
as key pressures and threats on biodiversity; the
links between high seas biodiversity and human
wellbeing; as well as possible options for the management of human activities impacting high seas
biodiversity and the implementation, monitoring and
enforcement of these management approaches. At
the same time, enhanced regional coordination and
cooperation between key stakeholders facilitates
improved design, implementation and durability of
cross-sectoral management approaches. While every
region faces specific challenges, an interregional
exchange offers valuable learning opportunities and
insights relevant for identifying regionally appropriate pathways for improving governance approaches.
Strengthened regional governance builds the basis
for effective global ocean governance as well as the
envisaged new global agreement under UNCLOS
and its successful implementation.

In the STRONG High Seas project, we carry out
transdisciplinary scientific assessments to provide
decision-makers, both in the target regions
and globally, with improved knowledge and understanding on high seas biodiversity. We engage with
stakeholders from governments, private sector, scientists and civil society to support the design
of integrated, cross-sectoral approaches for the
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in
the Southeast Atlantic and Southeast Pacific. We
then facilitate the timely delivery of these proposed
approaches for potential adoption into the relevant
regional policy processes. To enable an interregional
exchange, we further ensure dialogue with relevant
stakeholders in other marine regions. To this end,
we set up a regional stakeholder platform to facilitate joint learning and develop a community of
practice. Finally, we explore links and opportunities
for regional governance in a new international and
legally-binding instrument on marine biodiversity
in the high seas.
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